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PROPOSED CODE CHANGE (Check One) 

 Change to read as follows Add to read as follows  Delete and substitute as follows  Delete without substitution 

E3606.3 Available short-circuit current. Service equipment shall be suitable for the maximum fault current available at its supply 
terminals, but not less than 10,000 amperes. 
 
 

REASON AND FISCAL IMPACT 

Brought forward from the 2005 IRC.  There are many areas where more than 5000 amperes of fault current is simply not available.  
This is especially true of areas where overhead service drops are employed since electric utilities normally size their service drops 
for open air and not inside conduits or buildings.  There is no reason to not permit the use of 5 kAIC circuit breakers to be used in 
those areas.  This is also recognized by the NEC. 
 

REVIEW RECOMMENDATION 

Approve 

Disapprove 

Approve as amended 
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